Part C. A Chronology of the Middle East & Iraq:

Source: Barry M. Lando.  Web of Deceit.  New York:  Other Press, 2007.

1914 – 1918 – World War One

1919 – Versailles Peace Conference – End of Ottoman Empire.1920 – Iraq is placed under British Mandate.

1932 – Iraq becomes an independent state. Britain maintains bases in Iraq.

1935 – Oil pipeline from Kirkuk  to the Mediterranean.

1945 – World War II ends. US makes security commitments to Saudi Arabia in 
exchange for oil. US becomes a major player in the Middle East.

1953 – United States utilizes CIA to overthrow the government of Iran. (US 
supports the Shah of Iran from 1953 – 1979.)

1958 – The monarchy of Iraq is overthrown and becomes a republic.

1963 – 1968 – A series of coups results in the Baathist Party solidifying their 
power. CIA activity helps purge Iraq of Communists and leftists.

1972 – Iraq and the Soviet Union sign treaty of Friendship and Cooperation.


Iraq nationalizes the Iraq Petroleum Company.

1978 – Unrest in Afghanistan leads to a Soviet Union  invasion and CIA 
intervention. 1979 – 1989 the United States supports one of the largest CIA 
covert operations in Afghanistan.

1979 – Saddam Hussein becomes President of Iraq.

Student militants seize United States embassy in Tehran, Iran.

Hostages are held until January of 1981.

1980 – 1988 – Iraq is at war with Iran. United States supports Saddam Hussein 

and offers him military assistance, including chemical weapons.


Hussein uses the weapons against Iran and the Kurdish population 

within his own nation. Estimated one million people die in the 


Iran-Iraq War.

1990 – Iraq invades Kuwait. United Nations Security Council condemns invasion 
and calls for withdrawal.

1991 – UN coalition forces led by United States launch “Operation Desert Storm”


against Iraq. January - the air war begins. February - ground operations 
commence. March – Iraq accepts terms of a cease-fire.

1992 – 2003 – Iraq is under economic sanctions and “no fly” zones enforced by 
US and UK air forces. Oil for food program allows for some relief.

1998 - Project for a New American Century sends a letter to President Clinton 
calling for “the removal of Saddam Hussein’s regime from power.” It is 
signed by Elliott Abrams, Richard Armitage, William Bennett, John 
Bolton, Francis Fukuyama, Zalmay Khalilzad, Kristol, Richard Perle, 
Donald Rumsfeld, and Paul Wolfowitz.

2001 – 11 September attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C. are linked 
to Al-Qaeda, an Islamic group tied to Afghanistan and under the 
leadership of Osama bin Laden of Saudi Arabia. Al-Qaeda has very little 
contact with secular Iraq.

2002 – Bush administration begins campaign for the invasion of Iraq. Bush 
declares Iraq, Iran and North Korea to be an “Axis of Evil.”Allegations of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction are at the heart of their case. US is joined by 
UK in the campaign for UN support of their plans. Congress empowers 
Bush to use armed force in Iraq.

2003 – US and UK and a few other nations(The Coalition of the Willing) invade 
Iraq and overwhelm its defenses with a campaign known as, “Shock and 
Awe.” Iraqi army moves into a resistance/guerrilla role. Sunni, Shia and 
secular forces fight among 
themselves and against the occupation. No 
weapons of mass destruction are found. Saddam Hussein is captured.

2003 – 2007 – US and UK forces occupy Iraq. Civilian and military casualties 

begin to grow. An estimated 650,000 Iraqi civilians are alleged to 


have died as a result of the war. American deaths are at 3,600 in 


July. Wounded includes 26,000.

Details of 2004 – 2006 

March—The Iraqi Governing Council signs an interim constitution.  Marines 
attempt to retake the Sunni city of Fallujah after angry mobs kill four 
American private security guards.

April—Pictures of the mistreatment of prisoners by American troops at the Abu 
Ghraib prison are broadcast around the world.

June—The CPA formally transfers sovereignty to the interim government of 
Ayad Allawi.

August—Ten months after Congress authorized $18.4 billion dollars


for reconstruction in Iraq, only $400 million has been spent. Radical   
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr agrees to withdraw his militia from the   
holy city of Najaf after three weeks of heavy fighting with U.S. and      
Iraqi troops.

October—The top U.S. arms inspector finds no evidence that Saddam’s regime 
produced any weapons of mass destruction after 1991.

December—Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden urges Iraqis to boycott the 
coming election and names Abu Musab al-Zarqawi his deputy in Iraq. 
Thousands of Iraqis are fleeing the country to escape increasingly random 
violence.

2005 –

January—Iraqis elect a 275-seat National Assembly. A Shiite-


dominated coalition wins 48 percent of the votes, a Kurdish alliance 
garners 26 percent. Most Sunni Arabs boycott voting.

February—A suicide car bomb explodes in a crowd of Iraqi police and army 
recruits in Hillah, killing 125 people in the bloodiest attack of the 
insurgency to date.

March—Iraq’s National Assembly convenes.

April—Legislators elect Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani as president, with Shiite and a Sunni Arabs as vice presidents. Ibrahim al-Jaafari, a Shiite, is appointed prime minister. Reports charge that the Shiites are packing the interior ministry with their own militias.

July—First criminal case filed against Saddam Hussein for killing 148 Shiite villagers after a 1982 assassination attempt against the dictator.

August—Iraq’s Constitutional Committee signs a draft charter after protracted negotiations and over the objections of many Sunni Arab leaders.

September—More than a dozen coordinated bombings rip Baghdad, killing at 
least 167 people and wounding 570 in the insurgency’s deadliest day.    

October—Iraqi voters approve a new constitution in a referendum.


Saddam’s trial opens.

December—Despite insurgents’ threats, Iraqis elect a new parliament, with Shiite 
parties winning the biggest bloc but not enough to govern without 
support from other groups.

2006 –

January—Intense negotiations begin to form a ruling coalition


including all main Shiite and Sunni Arab and Kurd parties.

February—Bombs damage the Shiite Askariya shrine in Samarra, touching off 
sectarian bloodshed that kills more than 500, injures hundreds more, and 
threatens to push Iraq into civil war. Ethnic cleansing is going on in 
Baghdad and Basra.

March—President Bush concedes that, though their levels might be lower, 
American troops would still be in Iraq in 2009, when a new American 
president will take office.

May—A report charges that U.S. marines killed 24 Iraqi civilians in the village of 
Haditha the previous November. Iraqi leaders demand their own 
investigation. Iraq’s new prime minister, Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, takes 
office.

June—Abu Musab al-Zarqawi is killed by U.S. bombers. Prime Minister Maliki 
finally obtains parliamentary approval for new Ministers of the Interior 
and Defense, declaring they will purge the ministries of sectarian forces. 
George Bush makes a surprise six-hour visit to Baghdad to demonstrate 
U.S. support for the new government, but advises Iraqis that they are 
ultimately responsible for its success or failure. The first of the trials that 
Saddam Hussein is to face moves into its final phase.

July—United Nations estimates religious and sectarian violence in Iraq is now 
killing one hundred a day.

August—The second trial of Saddam convenes, charging him with committing 
genocide against the Kurds.
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